TALK

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy Kingdom come; thy will be done: on earth as It Is In heavei,

CAROL

BLESSING

Give us this day our dally bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass agalnst us.

And lead us not Into temptation; but dellver us from evil,
For thine Is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen,

1. Hark! the herald angels sing
glory fo the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyhl, all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host prociaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-bom King,

2. Christ, by highest Heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb,

Vel'd In flesh the Godhead see!
Hall, the Incarate Daity!

Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jasus our immanusl,

Hark! the Herald angels sing

Glory 1o the new-bor King.

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of
peace;

Hail, the Sun of Righteousnass!
Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing betwesn his wings,

Mild He lays his glory by,

Bom that man no mare may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born 1o give them second birth,
Hark! the herald angsis sing,
Glory to the new-born King.

Many thanks to our two sololsts: Karine Lennon & Thibaut Descoeudres _
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English-Speaking Church, Verbier - Christmas Services
24 December 23.30 Christmas Midnight Communion
25 December 18.00 Christmas Family Service
30 December 18.00 Preparing for the New Year Service

All at The Littls Church, Chemin du Temple (just up the hil from the Co-op)
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VERBIER CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER 2012

INTRODUCTION

As we celebrate Christmas, we give thanks to the Father for the gift of his Son 1o be our Saviour;
for the love of Christin taking our human nalure; for the humble birth in Bethiehem: and for the
greal rescue he has made possible for us and for all manking,

QPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, as we celebrale again Ihe birth of Jesus, we pray thal, ke the angels we ma
sing his praise; lie the shepherds, we may know his glory; and like the wise men, we may offer hip
our worship, and give him the love and loyalty of our hearts: through the sama Jasus Christ ou
Lord, Amen.

CAROL
o 1. O.come all ye faithful, 3. Sing, chairs of angsls,
_Jeyiul and trivmphant, ¥ Sing In exultation,
O come ya, O come ys lo Belhishar: Sing, all ye cltizens of heaven above:
Come and behold him ‘Glory to God
Bor, the King of angels. In the highest:'

Sole O come, fet us adors him, .

Solo O come, fef us adore him,

Al Ocome, fet us adore him,
Christ the Lord,

C come, fat us adors him, efc.

2. God of God,

Light of Light,

Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb:
Very Ged,

Bagotlten, not created;

O 'come, fet us adore him, efc.

FIRST READING isaiah 8. 2,6 &7
The peopls walking in darkness have seen a great light; on thosa living in the land of the shadow
of death a light has dawned. For to us a child s bom . o us a son Is given, and Ihe government will
ba on his shouiders And he will ba called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God. Everlasting Fathar,
Prince of Peaca, Of tha increase of his govemment and peace thera will ba no end, He will reign
on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding It with justice and
righteousness from that time on and for ever, The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.



CAROL

1. Olitfe town of Bethlehem,

How still we see Ihee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamiess sleep
The silant stars go by.

Yet in lhy dark street shineth

The everlasting Light;

The hoges and fears of all the years
Are metin thee tonjght,

2. O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birih,

And praises sing lo God the King,
And peace lo all on earth.

For Christis born of Mary;

And, gathered all above,

While mortals sleap, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love,

SECOND READING Luke 2:1-15

3. Solo How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is-given|

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heaven,

No ear may hear His coming;”

Bulin this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in. ;

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend lo us we pray;

Cast out our sin and enler in,
Be bom in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell:

O come to us, abide with us,
Qur Lord Emmanuel.

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. {This was the first census thal togk place while Quidnias’Was govermbr of Syria.)
And everyone went ta his own town lo register < So Josaph also went up from the town of
Nazarelh in Galllae lo Judea, lo Bathlehem the town of David, because he beionged lo the house
and line of David, He went there to register withMary, who was pledged lo be married lo him and

was expacling a child,

3. "To you in David's lown this day
s born of David's line

A Saviour who Is Christ the Lord;
And this shall be he sign;

5. "All glory be to God on high,

And to the earth be peace:

Good will henceforth from heav'n fo m
4. "The heavenly Babe you there shall find Begin and never cease."
To human view display'd,

All meanly wiapped in swathing bands,

And in a manger lald."

THIRD READING Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethishem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came o Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been borm King of the Jaws? We saw
his star in the east and have come lo worship him."

Vhen King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalam with him. When he had called
together all Ine people's chief priesls and leachers of the law, he asked tham where the Christ was
to be bom. "In Bethleham in Judea,” they replied, "for this Is what the prophet has written:

“'But you, Bethleher, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.”

Then Herod called the Magi secratly and found oul from them the exact Gme the star had appearac
He sent them lo Bethiehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child, As soon as you
fing him, report to me, so that [ too may go and worship him.”

After theythad heard the king, they-wenton their way, and the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of ther unlil it slopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the slar, they
wera overjoyed. Cn coming 1o the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they openéd their ireasures and presented him with gifts of gold
and ofincense and of myrrh. And having been wamed in 2 dream nolt o go back o Herod, they
returned to their country by another route.

While they were there, the ime came for the baby o be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn,
ason, She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, becauss thers Was no room for
themin the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping walch over
their locks at night. An angel of the Lord appearad to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terified.

Bul the angel said lo them, "Do not be afraid, 1 bring you good news of great oy thal will be for
all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has baen born o you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manget.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the ange, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone inlo heaven, the shepherds said to one another,

“Let's go to Bathlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us aboul.”

SOLC O Holy Night

CAROL
1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And Glory shone around.

2. 'Fear not', said he (for mighty dread
Had seized thelr troubled minds),

“Glad bdings of great joy | bring

To you and all mankind.

CAROL

1. Al We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we lraverse afar.
Fleld and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star,
O star of wonder, star of night,

" Blar with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still procesding,
Guida us to thy perfact Light.

2. Solo Born a king on Bethishern's plain,
Gold ! bring to crown Him again,

King forever, ceasing never

Over us all to reign.

Al O star of wondar, star of mght...

3. Solo Frankincense to offer hava |,
Incense owns a Deily nigh.

Frayer and praising all men raising,
Worship Him, God on high.

All O star of wonder, star of night ...

4. Sofo Myrrhis mine: il's bitter perfume
Breaths a life of gathering gloom,
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb,

A C star of wonder, star of night ...

5. Al Glorious now bahaold Him arise,
Allgluia, allejuial

King and God and Sacrifice.

Sounds through the earth and skles.
O star of wonder, star of night ...



