Friends of Dorothy

So where did this phrase come from and what does It mean? The phrase refers
to gay men and it's believed to date back to World War Il when it was illegal to
be gay in the US, Asking someone If they were a 'friend of Dorothy’ was a way
of covertly asking if they were gay. In the UK the phrase ‘friend of Mrs. King’
was also used.

Friends of Dorothy or FOD became frequently used on cruise ships to
advertise a soctal gathering for gays and lesbians, The admission to being a
friend of Dorothy was a quick easy way to tell someone you were gay in an age
where gay bars were clandestine,

Over the years, Judy Garland has become a gay icon, particularly for her role in
the Wizard of Oz as the ever optimistic and wistful Derothy.
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Beginners Guide to Pantomime

Pantomime is always based on a traditional children’s story (Snow White,
Cinderella, Aladdin etc) and is usually performed around Christmas/January
time,

The "dame” is almost always played by a man in drag and is always a larger
than life character. Quite often people of the opposite sex play other main
characters.

There is usually a lot of risqué double entendre, often wringing innuendo out
of perfectly innocent phrases. This is, in theory, over the heads of the children
in the audience.

Characters will interact with the audience all through the pantomime. A
response is ALWAYS required! This will include all of the following:

- When the baddy appears, you must boo him - LOUDLY. Even before he
speaks! And especially when he is rude to you..

- [f'a character says “Oh no I'm not!” you respond with "Oh yes you are!” And
to "Oh yes itis!” you respond "0h no it's not!” ete ete.

- IF someone s sneaking about behind the characters on stage you shout
"He/she's BEHIND you!” They will usually pretend not to hear you so you
have to shout louder until they notice the person behind them,

- If a character asks you a question such as "You knew that, didn't you boys
and girls?” you must answer - loudly,

- You must sympathise with any characters that are feeling sorry for
themselves

- The chorus (or extras) often appear in multiple scenes (but as different
characters) and perform a variety of songs and dances throughout the show.

- Singing along with the sings you know is a MUST! There will be an audlence
participation song and there may well be a “sing off" between different parts
of the audience, led by characters on stage.

- There is always a happy ending with the baddy getting his/her comeuppance,



Welcome to VADA

Welcome to Verbier's fourth annual pantomime. VADA (Verbier Amateur
Dramatics Association) was formed in the summer of 2010 by a small group of
friends who live year round in the Val de Bagnes. We decided that Verbier
needed a pantomime and with such a huge British expat community thought it
just might work. The first year's pantomime was pulled together by a very
small team of dedicated volunteers and right up until the last minute we were
sure we'd be performing to an empty house! No-one was more surprised than
us when we nearly sold out the cinema both nights and that even in the
summer people were still talking about how much they enjoyed it. It was
funny and irreverent and it brought together the expat community, of all
nationalities, like nothing we have ever experienced in Verbler before. We are
very proud of the fact that we have taught people of all nations how to behave
in a pantomime. "Oh yes we havel”

This year's Panto is The Wizard of Oz. Though not strictly a pantomime, our
clever writers have changed the format into true Panto style. Watch out for
the Irish builders and wives! We're delighted to be in the cinema again and
hepe you will sit back, relax with a glass of vino or Yellew Brick Road Cocktail
and enjoy the show. :
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